deeming spirit n cur institutions, which may on great oc-
casions “be brought to-our aid for the purpose of preservmm
the public hberty-—-restonng the Constltutlon—-—and effect-
n‘;‘g.a *o-geperanou Uf the- umerrmep‘f ?Jld thereby produ-.
cing 2 redress of intolerable grievances, without war, revolu-

tion, OF 2 ‘dissolution of ihe Union. . ‘These. great obJects

e fecl assured may even now be enecLe" uhles those who

are 11 .p"csse%*m of the powers of the gcvernment and

charged with the admml.s’r_x ation of our national dlldu‘b,

chall resolve to persevere in acourse of injustice, and prove

by their conduct that they love the usurpation (to which the

Pt:uyl’c of this Stateare © analterably determmed not to sub-

mit) better’ than the Union. __We believe that the redeem-

mg spirit of our system is STATE SOVEREIGNTY, and that

it resulls frcm the very form and structure of the Federal

7 Government, that when the Tights: reserved to the Several
States are dehberatexy 1nvaded it is their right and their
duty to ¢éinterpose for the purpose of arresting the progress
of the evil of usurpation,. 2nd to maintain within their re-
spective limits the authorities: and privileges belonging to
them as independents SOV erelgnnes.”* If the several States
do not possess this right, it 1s 10 vain that they claim to be
sovereign. iuey aie ot once reduced to ine uc51udlﬁg
condition of humble dependants on the will of the I Fedenl
Government. South Carolina claims to-be 2 sovereign
i state. She recognizes no t::bum\ upon earth as above
her authority. 1¢ is true she has entered into -a solemn
3 compact oi unicn with other sovereign staies, but she

claims, an nd whl cxercist the lighi ) determine ine cxtent

K3

of her obligations under that compact; not will she consen
that any other power hall exercise the right of judgment
for her. And when that compact 18 violated by her cv
States, or by the Government which they have created, she
asserts her unquestlonable right, “to judge of the mfzac-

tions, as well as of the MODE and ‘MEASURE of REDRESS:
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for itself, \\hchnex fhat compact has been pursu€d oF viowt B
ed, and should they differ syreconcilably in opinion, there 13

ably T
no emth‘h,r *“'buqa.l, that can suthoritaiively decide "between
them. 1t was in the r‘cmpmpmuun of a similar case at
nr. Jefferson dec lared that if the & lifference could neiﬂ‘xe{

“

bc complommcd nor av oxded it was the 1ccul1a1 felicity o

= Virginia Resolutions of 98, 3 Kentucky Re



